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10pe e can start to repair Labour
relationship with Jewish community

HE history of Jewish
people in Liverpool

extonds back cen-
turies
I was interested to read |
'-a.xv.‘u-.;{.j.v wore reg ed
aere in ur ity In 1.790 & i1
the 70 yoars that followed,
number rose dramatioall
3,000
The Jewish commur
further when son {ihe
A Roassiar A
ing from 1
Earog |
i t .
gountry. I want $o my utm
Lo engage with the Jewish
munity here In Liverpool and
across Merseyside during my
time in Parliament
The Labour Party s the party

of Marion i’?u;!'\z',n, Mannie 8hin-
well, lan Mikardo, Frank Allaun,
Jalius Stiverman, Dame Loglise

a2
ah volces spansing the last cox
tary.

The Labour Party has long
been the natural political home
for British Jows sinoe tho party
waa first foundod

It waa the British Laboar Party
and our affiltated creanisations
in the trade unions that pramot-
od Jewlsh volces and concerns
rourhout much of the last cen-
tary

It was the-post war Labour grov-
erument, following the destruce
ton and brutality of the Second
World War, that supported and
sdvocated for the self-delermina.
thon of the Jewish people on their
ancestiral lands.

on-
PAL I8 Tragic that
over the 1ast five vea

cholce But Lo Lurn Lhe
the ',-I!‘: ur i‘rll' »

At this point, I think it would
be right o admit that while I was
aware of the hurt, 1 was anawite
of the scale of the destruction
done to relations between the
party and the community,

This year marks 100 years since
the affiliation of Pouale Zion to
the Labour Party. On this cente-
nary yoar, I hope we can at least
begin Lo repalr our broken relas
tionship and win back your Lrust
in the coming months and yvars
ahead,

Upon my election to Parlia-
ment, one of my first acts was to
slgn up Lo the International Holo-
caust Remembrance Alliance def-

ir back on

Al -

Inition of antisemitism in full as

an individanl MY
1 al

f mer Liverps

B OAriy
1 was able Lo st down with Jere

my and Paul Levinson, from the

Mersoyside Jewish Representa

My support of
Israel’s right
to exist

Live Council, It was a far-reaching
discusalon about the fatlures of
the Labour Party to properly
address the antisemitism that
bad all too often infected our
political dlscourse,

T came away from the meoting
undar no {1lastons at the damage
inflicted upan the reputation of
the Laboar Party within the com-
munity in Liverpool and across
the country

I want Lo place on recard my
own congratalations 10 Max Mar.
cuh as the new chalrman of the
Mersoyside Jewiah Ropresenta-
tive Council.

Tho Labour Party s an organ!.
sation of nearly 600,000 people
The scourge of antisemitism
within our ranks mast be routed
out.

One raciat Is one racist too
many. The use of (nsensitive lan.
EUXKE® D, on tOG many ocom-

bocame cotmmon place. For
some, dealing with individuals
who wae such language will
require strong  disolplinary

- -m‘om' eduention apd
training will have t0'ba at Lthe
heart of addresa

1y and on:'ueuuy ?:'uct’d
debutes on subjects 1ike m‘?m—

stion In the Middie East

I have long been a4 campalgner
for the establishment of & Pales
tinlan nation. S0 MALY Agree on
the outcome of peace based on an
jultabis ttlemment In this con
f

However, {ar oo many belinve

ve such

v wa
mak ( t & bisary one
Whik ! uiways will be a
I"a i g votivist, 1 will
sways be stondfast in my support
of Israel’s right to exist and the

self-determination of her paople

I mover ut to be the MP for
Liverpool Wavertree. Luciana
Berger had served the people of
Liverpool Wavertree since 2010,

She had ralsed the profile of
hugely Important lssues like
mental health during her time in
Parliament and fought for con-
stituents Mke Wilson Mukerjes,
who 1 am now proud tO repoesent
Ax he Oghta for the right for him
and his family Lo rermain In this
cCORnLIY.

Lucians leaving the Lat t
Pare t A 11

tod MP, I am In

/ 1ewly-eled
the busi # of bullding bridgos
By background, I am a trade
unionist and local goverament
worker

Before entering Parliament, |
wiaa the full-time UNISON branch
secretary for Halton Council as
well as the reglonal convenr

or for UNISON North West

As part of my work, I hecame
involved with the Holocaust
Memorial Projoct nearly a decade
A0 and have visited Auscohwits
and Auschwitz-Birkenau on sev-
el oconsions

1 encouraged our members from
Al sorvioe groupe and branches to
attend the study tour and upon
return be livimg wit

As the number of survivors sad-
Iy dwindle, it {8 important to
ensare that people vislt sand can
reoount what they have seon,

I Bave also worked cmeelr with
Holocaust Memorial Day UK and
led the commemoration tn Hal.
LOn On an aEncal basts,

One of the things | am most
proud of ia the planting of & Birch
'l'rrv in the grounds of the Munk
fpal Bullding in Halton with a
pingue ymmemorating Lthose
who cruelly lost thelr lives

Pirkenau translates into Blreh

it was particalanrly
) o choose the Birch
This memorial has become
the annual focal point on Holo
caust Memorial Day in Halton
Borough Councd] ever sinoe
I am most proud of my work
with local schools across Halton
Lo rAiS0 AWANCDOSs and ran a oom-
petition for sohool puplls to sub-
mit POCIns

We placed Lhe poems ot the
“death wall™ in Auschwits and
hold a prizegiviag session apon
Our retarn.

It is important we edocate the
péxt generation of the scourge of
racism and where it can load if
left unchallenged

The horrors that I have

wit

.vyv_. ]4,”-'

Aaln' Lo e

Luciana leaving
Labour was a
shock to many

I hope | can do that s the MP
for Liverpool Wavertres as 1 look
Lo engage positively with the
Jewish community and every
community here in south Liver-
pool

I sincorely hope all in the Jow-
iah community are Keoping safe
and well daring those difficalt
times

Corvnavirus is causing so much
economic and physioal health
uncertainly for so many

In normal otrcumstances, |
would have already arranged to
have visited the local synagogues
And the King David schools. 1 am
in 5o doubt that Passover would
havoe heen very differesit this year
with the usual getherings of fam-
Ay and friends simply 501 possi-
ble for so many.

1 Jook forward to us all emers
ing on Whe other side of this criss
alile Lo phiysically reconpect with
our loved apes becaase if this eri.
sis has taught oy anything (¢ is
that we are all co-dependent an
oach other

The Jewish community Hke all
communities across this land will
have lo:l too much during this

0

We mast spend the COMIBE per-
od holding doar the bonds that
make us human

Onoe again, many thanis to the
Mersoyuide Jewish Forum and, in
Parlicuias, Jeremy Woltsan

lhopou:honuoloam 0 my
MmAny prood Scouse and Jawinh
constiluents soaon

In friendship



