
Sage 2 complain o BBC Executve Complains Uni (ECU) From Jenny Manson

Panorama is an invesgave documenary series. Bu his programme was no an invesgaon. I

revealed ignorance and prejudice abou Jews in he UK.

The le begs hese quesons;

• are some or all Brish Jews araid?

• i so why:

o rom ear o ansemism?

o rom reacons o Israeli sae acons?

o oher reasons?

• I [as] here are dieren responses rom he many Jewish Communies, wha is he basis or

hese dierences?

Wha Panorama should have included o provide balance

We know rom he Communiy Securiy Trus’s (CST) ha big spikes in incidens o ansemism

occur afer “rigger evens in he Middle Eas”, evens in he Israeli-Palesnian conic. Jewish views

abou he cause o he rise in ansemism are diverse; he Panorama eam did no reec his

diversiy.

I is litle undersood ha he Chie Rabbi represens only he Unied Synagogue, and he Board o

Depues (BOD) does no represen all synagogues. They do no speak a all or he Charedi Jews who

are he larges religious Jewish group in he UK. Nor do any o he regular spokespeople speak or

secular Jews and since hese Jews are no easily idened, heir views are no represened in survey

resuls.

I am Jewish and I nd his spike in ansemism very worrying. I am chair o Jewish Voice or

Liberaon and am involved in Jews or Jusce or Palesne. Eleven Jewish groups atend he Jewish

Bloc on Palesne Marches. This includes he Holocaus Survivors and heir Descendans group bu

no all he Jews on he Marches; on several occasions, his has exceeded 1000 people.

I our views were heard on Panorama, we would have said ha we are welcomed and do no

experience or winess ansemism on he marches bu raher warm comradeship. There is

somemes aggressive name calling and occasionally violence by Pro-Israel groups; hey aun he

marchers, parcularly he Jewish group.

Among my Jewish connecons, he view is ha he increase in ansemism is conneced wih he

claim by he Israeli governmen, he Chie Rabbi and he BOD, ha all Jews as Jews suppor Israel

righ or wrong. This does no derac rom he horror o ansemism bu i is imporan and i

requires consideraon including rom he BBC.

Raher han increasing ansemism, we hink he Palesne Marches end o reduce ansemic

hae. So Panorama should have inerviewed Jews who atend hose marches. The saemen by

Rabbi Neuberger needed a repos; she said “mosly wha happens is people use he cover o

cricising he acons o he Israeli governmen o be ansemic..”



There were pleny o possible inerviewees among Jewish crics o Israeli policies. Many are well

known o he BBC, such as Sephen Kapos or Anne Karp rom he Holocaus group, Rabbi Herschel

Gluck and Naomi Wimborne- Idrissi and mysel rom JVL.

Panorama used an esmae o he number o ‘An- Zioniss’ o jusy here being no “ediorial need”

o inerview Jews like us. Bu i is no only hose who describe hemselves as an-Zionis who

campaign or Palesnian righs. People who ideny as ‘Zionis’ march oo and here is no simple or

single inerpreaon o Zionis, an or non-Zionis. Our Jewish amily hisories include cenuries old

division over Zionism. The dierence oday is he new conaon wih ansemism.

As o he suggeson o 3500 arress, i is incorrec o sae ha here was no breakdown o he

gures rom he Me Police. I seems ha here have been around 500 arress since Ocober 2023

relang direcly o he Marches (hereore, excluding he Palesne Acon arress) and mos o hese

arress were o ar-righ couner proesers. Please reer o he Me repor o 12 November 2023,

published by he BBC and he gures repored afer he rallies o 17 May 26.

Panorama quesoned my gures or anMuslim hae crime. The CSEW do no record ‘vicm- less’

public order oence. Bu CSEW gures holds accredied ocial sascs saus and Police recorded

hae crime repors do no. See he repor by he UK Sascs Auhoriy in January 2014.

The Police repor sascs are aeced by vicm reporng raes. Imporanly CSEW sascs cover

hose hae crimes no repored o Police which represen over hal o he oal. The CSEW daa

covers boh srands o Race, around 70% o Police recorded hae crimes, and Religion abou 6% o

Police recorded hae crimes, ye he Police daa only covers he smaller srand o Religion.

As o his repor, htps://www.gov.uk/governmen/sascs/hae-crime-england-and-wales-year-

ending-march-2025/hae-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2025, Panorama quoe rom

Secon 2, he police daa.

Bu I specied secon 3 o his repor, he CSEW daa. This conradics he asseron based solely on

Police repors. As he CSEW is a vicm based survey heir resuls are obviously no aeced by any

MPS daa omissions.

[NB. CSEW = Crime Survey England and Wales]

BBC Complains Team 1b response sen June 10, 2026

Dear Jenny Manson,

Thank you or your email, please rea his as a 1b response o your complain.

The reason he programme used he police recorded gures is because he CSEW gures do no

record public order oences which accoun or abou 50% o all hae crimes recorded by he Police.

As you know he programme looked in par a he impac ha some o he slogans and chans rom

Pro-Palesnian proess were having on he mainsream Jewish communiy, so o exclude hese

gures would have given a very misleading impression o he scale o he issue.

I is also imporan o noe ha he link you included in your email conains his cavea: "Due o he

change in he MPS crime recording sysem, MPS daa for he year ending March 2025 are no

comparable wih daa supplied in previous years and have been excluded from he rend analysis in

his bulletn.” The area served by MPS has he highes concenraon o Jews in any o he police

service areas in England and Wales.



The Home Oce sascs or Hae Crime in England and Wales or he year ending March 2025, ha

ha do include public order oences and MPS gures can be see here:

htps://www.gov.uk/governmen/sascs/hae-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-

2025/hae-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2025

These sae:

"In he las year, here were 106 religious hae crimes per 10,000 populaton argeed a Jewish

people, he highes rae for any religious group. The nex highes rae was for hae crimes argeed a

Muslims, wih 12 per 10,000 populaton."

Because he programme was abou rising levels o ansemism here was no ediorial need o

include a conribuon rom he ‘Jewish bloc’ ha you reer o or o eaure any o he people you

have named. Surveys sugges ha jus 12% o all Brish Jews describe hemselves as 'an-Zioniss’.

Whils i is clear ha you would have preerred ha he programme more closely inerrogaed he

views o his small minoriy, his was no he ediorial ocus o his lm, and as such here was no

ediorial reason o inerview Jewish people who atended he proess. You will know rom he lm

however, ha i repored ha Jewish people atend marches and proess. Neiher was his a lm

abou wheher Jews suppor Israeli Governmen policy, so again here was no ediorial reason o

include his in he programme.

This was no a programme abou Palesne Acon, which was no named in he programme or

indirecly reerred o, hus here was no ediorial reason o include any more inormaon in he

programme abou is proscripon or he atemps o overurn ha a he High Cour.

Conrary o wha you say i is no possible o break down he arress o he marchers and he ar

righ as he police do no provide hese gures. Some inormaon is released piecemeal bu an

overall picure is no available.

We hope ha he above has addressed he urher issues you have raised.

This concludes Sage 1 o our complains process. Thameans we can’ correspond wih you urher

here. I you remain unhappy, you can now conac he BBC’s Execuve Complains Uni (ECU). The

ECU is Sage 2 o he BBC’s complains process. You’ll need o explain why you hink here’s a

poenal breach o sandards, or i he issue is signican and should sll be invesgaed. Please do

so wihin 20 working days o his reply.


